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Press Release

Honeyman feels the sting

"In recent years, there has been a signficant reductian in the nurmber of giant honey bees
Apis dorzala that nest in aggregales on the 70 m tall Tualang or bee lrees, in the Forest
Reserve by Pedu Lake. This is happening both nationalty and regionalty.”

Frofesser Mabhdzr Mardar, Apiculiire and Pollinaton Biodoery, Unineerati Putva, Mataysa

For decades. Salleh Mchammed Noor has relied on several Tualang {bee trees) in the
Pedu rainforest to harvest honeyesmbs. His livelihoad s now under threat as the trees.
which provide shelter to giant honey bees, are being earmarked by loggers for timber.
Salleh. also known as Fak Teh Lebaf. said that in February 2007 he found a 15 cm axe
meigion in ong of the centery old frees (see picture in separate file). ~The tee has
wilhered”™. said Pak Teh. "Even the branches have become britlle, causing the bees to stay
away. |n the 19705 there woulkd be 100 colemes on the tree, but the rumber declined to
about 20 abod 15 years ago. My last harvest was March last year”. Wilh the tree dying,
Salleh is now left with only six Tuatang trees to source for honey.

Reported i wenw thestar covn,. Marcl) 2007
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